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On February 17, 2009, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was passed by Congress and signed into law by 
President Obama. ARRA provides increased support to several existing federal programs administered by states, creates new 
programs such as the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund, and offers opportunities for states to apply for competitive grant programs. 
 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s significant investment in North Carolina totaled almost $19.5 billion, including 
assistance for those needing help the most through increases in unemployment benefits, Medicaid payments, and food stamps. In 
addition to those expanded services, ARRA gives hundreds of thousands of working North Carolinians a break through tax credits like 
the Making Work Pay tax credit and the First Time Homebuyer's tax credit. 
 
The Recovery Act is not like earlier attempts to revive the nation’s economy. It is not only a one-time infusion of federal funds; 
instead it is a long-term effort to restore economic expansion in the short-term, as well as prepare the nation’s economy for stable, 
healthy long-term growth. Under the terms of the Recovery Act, support for North Carolina’s economy will include both investments 
made directly by the federal government and investments of federal funds that are made under the oversight of the North Carolina 
state government. 

 
 
 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Report,  

Richmond County 
 
Richmond County received more than $42.2 million in ARRA 
funding in grants, loans, and bonds.  The following report 
outlines the various funding categories that contributed to 
the Richmond County total.   

  

 

 

  

Pell Grant Awards: 
1,441 

New COPS: 
3 

Appliances rebated: 
75 

Family homes financed: 
19 

 

 

Richmond County,  

pop 46,564 at a glance: 
 

Recovery Act Totals: 

Grants: $40,603,130 

Loans:  $1,664,656 

 

Total:   $42,267,786 

      Sum of Prime Awards            Sum of Sub-Awards            Sum of Loans/Bonds  

  



 
 
 

Education 
 

The Recovery Act placed a special emphasis on maintaining education funding.  Governor Beverly Perdue furthered this 

commitment by pledging additional recovery funds from the Recovery Act to education, and leading North Carolina to 

additional funds by winning $400 million in the Race to the Top program.    

Most of the ARRA education funds are distributed to local schools through existing funding formulas.  Special Education 

Funds and Title I funds go to schools based on eligible student enrollment.  State Fiscal Stabilization Funds (SFSF) and the 

EduJobs grants were designed to hold schools harmless during the recession, and were distributed to public and charter 

schools.  The school systems have spent the majority of the funds on staff and support.  Some projects, such as Race to 

the Top, will be spent for purchasing products and services rather than salaries for staff.   

Authorization for low/no interest bonds for school construction/renovation followed the Department of Public 

Instruction procedures with initial allotments to the school systems.  If a school system could not utilize their allotment, 

it was released to other school systems that could utilize additional allotments.  

Richmond County schools received $11 million in education funding, including $1.8 million in Special Education funds, 

$1.2 million in Title I funds, $4.7 million in SFSF funds, and $1.1 million in Race to the Top funding.    

Pell Grants are an educational Assistance Program that provides grants to eligible students to receive post-secondary or 

vocational training.  Because Pell Grants are not student loans, they allow students to receive financial assistance to 

further education and training without incurring additional debt.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

increased the eligibility and the maximum amount of Pell Grants in 2009 and 2010 as a way to encourage educational 

opportunities, and to provide a way for eligible applicants to gain new job skills. 

In Richmond County, Richmond Community College had 1,441 students funded by Pell Grants; these grants were worth 

more than $11 million.    

 

 

Family Assistance 

 

 

The Federal Department of Agriculture increased funding to their Single-Family home program with the ARRA.  These 

resources assisted families in achieving the American Dream of home ownership through direct financial assistance 

(grants) or credit (loan guarantees).  This program pumped more than $729 million into North Carolina, providing 

assistance to more than 5,400 families.   

In Richmond County, 19 families received assistance through this program totaling more than $1.6 million. 

The Department of Energy created the Energy Star Appliance rebate program to help stimulate the economy by 

incentivizing the purchase of new, more energy efficient appliances, and helping consumers by providing long-term 

savings from their utility bills.  The State Energy Office in the North Carolina Department of Commerce managed the 

program insuring North Carolina residents and retailers received the maximum benefit from this opportunity.   North 

Carolina retailers sold more than 25,500 new energy efficiency appliances through this program, and North Carolina 



residents will enjoy energy savings for years to come. The program was so successful, that the State Energy Office 

reprogrammed additional funding to provide discounts to everyone participating in the program, bringing the total 

program value from $8 up to $10 Million.   

Richmond County retailers sold 75 appliances through the Energy Star Appliance rebate program. 

 

 

Farm Assistance 

 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program is administered by the Farm Services Administration 

in the federal Department of Agriculture, which provides assistance to farmers suffering crop losses due to natural 

disasters.  To qualify for the program a farm must have lost at least 10% of one crop during a natural disaster in a 

declared disaster county, or lost 50% of a crop during a disaster in a non-disaster county.  North Carolina farmers 

received more than $9 million in total payments under the ARRA-Funded SURE Program.  

In Richmond County, $10,123 was received in assistance to farmers because of crop loss to natural disasters. 

 

 

CARS Program 

 

The Car Allowance Rebate Program (CARS), more widely known as the ‘Cash-for-Clunkers’ program, provided an 

incentive for drivers of older, energy inefficient vehicles to upgrade to new cars.  This program also provided a large 

economic impact in North Carolina, and North Carolina dealers received more than 18,000 trade-in vehicles through this 

program.  North Carolina Car Dealers sold more than $400,000,000 worth of new cars (recommended MSRP) through 

the CARS program.  North Carolina drivers will save 172,130 miles per gallon through cars purchased through this 

program. 

In Richmond County, car dealers sold 75 cars worth $1.6 million through the ARRA CARS program. 

 

 

Justice and Public Safety Programs 

 

ARRA increased funding to the federal Byrne Justice Assistance Grants Program (JAG).  JAG funds were awarded both as 

a formula allocation to the State, for $34.5 million, and grants distributed by the Governor’s Crime Commission to 

various local governments and entities.  In addition, $21,853,798 went to 216 local governments across the state for 

various purposes in line with the requirements of the act.  Finally, there is a federal competitive portion that was open 

to state or local government applicants.   

In Richmond County, the Richmond County Government, and the City of Rockingham received over $139,000 in grants 

was received in JAG funding.  



The COPS (Community Oriented Policing Services) awards grants to law enforcement agencies to hire and train 

community policing professionals, acquire and deploy cutting-edge crime-fighting technologies, and develop and test 

innovative policing strategies. COPS funding also provides training and technical assistance to community members and 

local government leaders and all levels of law.  In order to help leverage the efficiency of these programs Governor 

Perdue set aside additional funding to help pay for uniforms and equipment for local governments who have new COPS 

funded positions.   

In Richmond County, 3 officers were funded through COPS Grants. 

 

 

Green Energy Programs 

 

One of the goals of ARRA was to provide grants to help conserve energy and assist in the development of a green 

economy.  The State Energy Office in the North Carolina Department of Commerce received large grants for energy 

conservation under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. These grants include the Energy Efficiency 

Conservation Block Grant (EECBG), funded at just under $20 million, and the State Energy Plan (SEP), funded at $70 

million.  The State Energy Office then used these grants to make awards to businesses, non-profits, and local 

governments for various purposes.  

In Richmond County, the Richmond County Government received an EECBG grant of $43,322 for lighting efficiency 

improvements to the administration and correctional facilities.  Richmond County Schools received an EECBG grant of 

$200,000 for lighting improvements and to replace a chiller.  Richmond Community College, received a grant of 

$156,696 to install Direct Digital Control Systems in four buildings to more easily and accurately control building heating 

and cooling systems.  The Town of Hamlet received an EECBG grant of $11,601 for lighting upgrades in eight buildings.   

 

 

Military Programs 

 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act included approximately $7.4 billion in defense-related appropriations.  

This includes funding for all service areas and the Army Corps of Engineers.  Recovery Act funding addressed some of the 

unique economic pressures faced by American service members because of their voluntary commitment to serve our 

nation.  The Recovery Act included assistance to service members, upgrades aimed to improve the quality of life for 

troops and their families, funded three new facilities, and two new VA hospitals in North Carolina, addressing critical 

needs across the state.  In addition to providing much needed facility improvements, this bill also provides more funding 

for our energy research programs, so that Department of Defense (DOD) can continue to lead the way in the national 

effort to achieve greater energy independence.  North Carolina had 103 military projects funded for a total of $166 

million. 

In Richmond County, the Department of the Army contract for 3.8 million in repairs to a faulty runway at Camp McCall. 

Safety Net Programs 



 
Safety net programs are the category of ARRA funding that consists of programs designed to help populations made 

particularly vulnerable by the economic crisis.  These generally include increases in existing programs, most notably the 

increase in both benefit level and duration of unemployment payments.  Increases in the amount and duration of 

unemployment payments makes up the largest chunk of safety net programs funded through the Recovery Act, totaling 

more than $3.5 billion statewide over more than two years.  Safety net programs such as unemployment insurance and 

SNAP (formerly known as Food Stamps), not only benefit the recipient, but have a proven economic impact on a 

community.   

 

Richmond County residents received $16.4 million in Unemployment Insurance increases during the 2 ½ year ARRA 

benefits increase.  County residents also received $4.8 million in SNAP benefit increases, and $2.6 million in one-time 

payments of $250 to social security recipients.   

 



 Richmond County Feature Story  

Students at Richmond Community College Take Advantage of Recovery Opportunities 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provided approximately $100 billion for education, creating a historic 

opportunity to save hundreds of thousands of jobs, support states and school districts, and advance reforms and 

improvements that will create long-lasting results for our students and our nation including early learning, K-12, and 

post-secondary education.  

The Federal Pell Grant Program provides need-based grants to low-income 

undergraduate and certain post-baccalaureate students to promote access to 

postsecondary education. Students may use their grants at any one of approximately 

5,400 participating postsecondary institutions. These institutions either credit the 

Federal Pell Grant funds to the student's school account, pay the student directly 

(usually by check), or combine these methods. Students must be paid at least once 

per semester (or, in the case of a training program, once per trimester or quarter). 

Amounts awarded from Pell Grants are dependent on the student's family 

contribution, the cost of attendance, the student's enrollment status (full-time or 

part-time), and whether the student attends for a full academic year or less.   

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act allocated $17.1 billion to the Pell Grant Program nationwide.  Not only did 

this meet a large unmet need for eligible students who already qualified, the ARRA increased the maximum Pell award 

for all eligible students $500 per semester, from $4,850 to $5,350.   ARRA-funded Pell Grants were awarded to students 

in the 2009-2010 academic year.  In North Carolina more than 221,000 students received Pell Grants funded through the 

Recovery Act.  These students attended 136 different institutions across the state.  These grants were worth more than 

$339 million. 

Founded in April 1964 as 

Richmond Technical 

Institute, Richmond 

Community College serves 

Richmond and Scotland 

Counties.  Richmond 

Community College offers 

certified Associate Degree 

Nursing program, Medical 

Assisting Technology 

program, a Criminal Justice 

Technology program, basic 

law enforcement training, a Mechanical Engineering Technology certificate program, 23 associate and associate in 

applied science degree programs, and vocational training.    

RCC serves around 8,000 students: 2,500 in curriculum programs and 5,500 in Workforce and Economic Development 

programs. In the academic year 2009-2010, 1,411 Richmond Community College students received Recovery-funded Pell 

Grants to assist with tuition and other educational needs.  These Pell Grants were worth more than $11 million.



 Appendix, Richmond County breakout 
Federal Agency Program Title Recipient name Recipient 

role
i
 

Prime Amount
ii
 Unique Sub 

Awards
iii

 
Loans Additional 

Economic 
Activity (not 

counted toward 
totals)

iv
 

  Bonds   P     $0.00  

  Cash for 
Clunkers 

  S   $315,500.00    

  Federal Pell 
Grant Program 

Richmond 
Community 
College 

P        

  Very Low to 
Moderate 
Income Housing 
Loans - 
Guaranteed 

Individuals L     $1,664,656.00  

Administration 
for Children and 
Families 

ARRA - Child 
Care and 
Development 
Block Grant 

Richmond, 
County Of 

S $0.00 $310,898.55 $0.00  

Department of 
Agriculture 

Supplemental 
Nutrition 
Assistance 
Program 

Multiple 
Individuals 

S   $4,819,880.55    

Department of 
Energy 

Energy 
Efficiency and 
Conservation 
Block Grant 
Program 
(EECBG) 

Hamlet, City Of S $0.00 $11,601.00 $0.00  

    Richmond 
Community 
College 

S $0.00 $156,696.00 $0.00  

    Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $200,000.00 $0.00  

    Richmond, 
County Of 

S $0.00 $43,322.00 $0.00  

Department of 
Housing and 
Urban 
Development 

Public Housing 
Capital Fund 
Formula 
(Recovery Act 
Funded) 

Carolina 
Speciality 
Contractors, LLC 

PV $0.00  $0.00 $201,061.61 

    Fabco 
Construction, 
Inc. 

PV $0.00  $0.00 $62,000.00 

    Hamlet Housing 
Authority Inc 

P $520,861.00  $0.00 $520,861.00 

    Mitex Roofing 
Inc. 

PV $0.00  $0.00 $297,540.00 

    Rockingham 
Housing 
Authority 

P $453,634.00  $0.00 $453,634.00 

    Stogner 
Architecture, Pa 

PV $0.00  $0.00 $41,000.00 

        $0.00  $0.00 $47,351.00 

    Yates Electric PV $0.00  $0.00 $175,070.00 

  Section 8 
Housing 
Assistance 
Payments 
Program Special 

Village Green 
Apartments 

P $260,546.00  $0.00 $0.00 



Allocations 
(Recovery Act 
Funded) 

Department of 
Justice 

Public Safety 
Partnership and 
Community 
Policing Grants 

Richmond, 
County Of 

P $383,778.00  $0.00 $383,778.00 

  Recovery Act - 
Edward Byrne 
Memorial 
Justice 
Assistance Grant 
(JAG) Program / 
Grants To Units 
Of Local 
Government 

Richmond, 
County Of 

P $72,383.00  $0.00 $72,383.00 

    Rockingham, 
City Of 

P $45,686.00  $0.00 $45,686.00 

        $11,103.00  $0.00 $0.00 

  Recovery Act - 
Eward Byrne  
Memorial 
Justice 
Assistance Grant 
(JAG) Program/ 
Grants  to States 
and Territories 

Rockingham, 
City Of 

P $10,299.00  $0.00 $10,299.00 

Department of 
Labor 

Unemployment 
Insurance 

Multiple 
Individuals 

S   $16,469,600.94    

Department of 
the Army 

No CFDA for 
Contract type 
awards 

Barnhill 
Contracting 
Company 

P $3,879,586.00  $0.00 $3,383,341.00 

    K-Nort 
Contracting, LLC 

S $0.00  $0.00 $419,000.00 

    Reese Crushing 
Inc 

S $0.00  $0.00 $82,500.00 

    Smith, Odell & 
Sons Plumbing 
Co Inc 

S $0.00  $0.00 $45,245.00 

    Triangle 
Concrete 
Pumping Inc 

S $0.00  $0.00 $32,000.00 

Federal 
Highway 
Administration 

Highway 
Planning and 
Construction 

Bryant's Turf & 
Landscaping, 
Inc. 

PV $0.00  $0.00 $18,314.81 

        $0.00  $0.00 $113,043.05 

    North Carolina 
Department Of 
Transportation 

P $20,523.00  $0.00 $20,523.00 

        $126,142.00  $0.00 $126,142.00 

        $752,612.00  $0.00 $752,612.00 

    Sanford 
Contractors, Inc. 

PV $0.00  $0.00 $610,943.51 

Food and 
Nutrition 
Service 

Child Nutrition 
Discretionary 
Grants Limited 
Availability 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $31,551.54 $0.00  

Idaho 
Operations 
Office 

Energy Efficient 
Appliance 
Rebate Program 
(EEARP) 

  P   $12,294.55 $0.00  

Office of 
Elementary and 
Secondary 

Education for 
Homeless 
Children and 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $25,511.00 $0.00  



Education Youth, Recovery 
Act 

  Education 
Technology 
State Grants, 
Recovery Act 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $42,507.00 $0.00  

  State Fiscal 
Stabilization 
Fund (SFSF) -  
Education State 
Grants, 
Recovery Act 

Richmond 
Community 
College 

S $0.00 $444,365.41 $0.00  

    Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $4,302,561.00 $0.00  

  State Fiscal 
Stabilization 
Fund (SFSF) - 
Race-to-the-Top 
Incentive 
Grants, 
Recovery Act 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $1,123,765.00 $0.00  

  Title I Grants to 
Local 
Educational 
Agencies, 
Recovery Act 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $1,274,185.00 $0.00  

Office of Special 
Education and 
Rehabilitative 
Services 

Special 
Education - 
Preschool 
Grants, 
Recovery Act 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $69,881.00 $0.00  

  Special 
Education 
Grants to States, 
Recovery Act 

Richmond 
County School 
District 

S $0.00 $1,777,357.00 $0.00  

SSA Social Security 
Economic 
Recovery Act 
Payments 

Multiple 
Individuals 

P   $2,634,500.00    

Grand Total       $6,537,153.00 $34,065,977.54 $1,664,656.00 $7,914,327.98 

 

                                                           
i
 Recipient Role are as follows:  P is a prime recipient; S is a Sub-recipient; PV is a vendor to a prime recipient; SV is a vendor to a sub-

recipient; L is a loan recipient.  

ii
 Prime Amounts are unique prime awards within a county.  These are entities who have received funding directly from a federal 

agency, and are required to report directly to www.federalreporting.gov 

iii
 Unique Sub Awards are amounts that flow into a county from a source that is NOT directly from a Federal Agency.  Generally these 

are funds awarded to the North Carolina State Government that have been directed to a local source. 

iv
 Additional Economic Activity are economic activity attributable to a previous funding category.  They may be a sub award by a 

prime recipient within a county, or a contract funded by one of the previous three columns.  This economic activity is not counted 

toward the county total.   

http://www.federalreporting.gov/

